September 2016


St Peter’s Church
Wedding
Congratulations to Laura Hastilow and Samuel Patrick who were married in St Peter’s Church on July 23rd 2016. The weather was good and they had their reception at Elford Hall Gardens; what an ideal place on such a beautiful day! We wish them well and may God continue to bless them throughout their married life.
Baptism
On Sunday August 7th  2016 the congregation of St Peter’s Church welcomed Edward Robert Ayles into the Christian family. His parents, Godparents and friends gathered for the celebration at our morning worship as his Baptism was part of the Sunday Service. We ask for God’s blessing on Edward, his family and all those who will care for him.
 
Our next Café Church is
on Sunday September 4th 2016 from 9.30 am 
Come and join us for Café Church in Elford Village Hall. The theme on this occasion will be Fairtrade. It is a gathering of informal worship for all the family, bring friends too. Breakfast will be served from 9.30 am; this is free of charge and any donations offered on the day will go to the organisers of Fairtrade. Do come along we offer lots of fun for the children, food and fellowship for all.
 
Messy Mice
The next session will be on Thursday September 15th from 3.30-5pm
at The Howard School Elford
We welcome all children under 12 from across the Mease Valley to this special time for them to learn about faith and biblical stories which demonstrate God’s Love. It is a time for them to gain knowledge through activity and play. Children need to be accompanied by a responsible adult who could for example be a parent, older sibling or grandparent. As long as parents designate a responsible adult, there does not have to be one adult per child. 
 
Shoebox Appeal
Marilyn Davies is collecting shoeboxes for the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Project. St Peter’s Church has supported this charity for many years now. If you have any empty shoeboxes of medium to larger size to spare, please leave them at the back of the Church and Marilyn will find them, cover them and make them look inviting. At Christmas time, “A small shoebox can have a big impact. What goes into the box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal”. Quote from Operation Christmas Child website. If you would like to get involved by filling a box for a child please contact Marilyn on 01543 263538
Friends of St Peter’s Church
Summer Concert.
On Friday July 22nd 2016 nearly a hundred people were in the church to be entertained by ‘Quartet’ a group of wind instrumentalists who were so enjoyable to listen to and had some of us dancing in the aisles! The music was varied and fun. We are enormously grateful to the Quartet for giving us such a pleasant evening with their donation of time and talent. Refreshments and a bar added to the tone of the evening and we were delighted that we made a substantial profit of £940.16p which will help so much towards the ongoing restoration of the church building. 

Thank you for your support
The Elford Art Group Exhibition of Art works at the
Highbury Theatre, Sutton Coldfield from September 7th to October 5th
(In the foyer and café during theatre opening times.)
The artwork for this exhibition comes from a long established group of artists of all abilities and media who meet each Friday morning in Elford Village Hall. The Highbury Theatre Coffee shop is also open each Wednesday morning. 
We have a permanent Exhibition in the Art Studio in Elford village hall. If you would like to see it, call in on a Friday morning or contact Sue Robotham or Roger Thompson. 
Big Screen Nights
It is with some sadness that due to lack of support for the venture, the organisors of the Big Screen film nights have decided not to show any more films in the forseeable future. Films have been enjoyed by a few and about 30 attended the last film, Mama Mia. However, whilst the income just covered the costs there is a lot of work involved in the screening of these films. To those who have attended them we thank you, but hope you will not be too disappointed. A special thank you to Barbara Smith who put a lot of effort into the project.
Heroes and Heroines

On 25th September in Elford Village hall, starting at 9.30am, there will be an event with a difference! 

We are hoping that some, if not all, young or simply young at heart, will dress as a favourite character; from a book, including the bible, a film or from real life. A prize will be awarded for the best homemade costume. But don’t be put off – come,as you are, and enjoy the fun!

The morning will start at 9.30am with coffee while costumes are judged and prize(s) awarded. A short time of informal worship, starting at 10.15am, will be followed by coffee and socialising. A hot lunch will served at 12 noon. 

There is no charge for lunch but donations for Help for Heroes will be gratefully received. 

Do join in for some, if not all, of the parts of this event. 

We look forward to your company!

